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2026 CiB Atlantic & National Judge

Karen Stephenson
Retired Corporate Affairs Professional
Acton, Ontario, Canada

Karen has a B.Sc. in Chemistry from McMaster University and a M.Sc. in Organic Chemistry from the
University of Guelph. Over the course of a 30+ year career, Karen has led corporate functions such as,
Regulatory Compliance, Stakeholder Relations, Communications, and Safety, Health, Environmental, and
Quality (SHEQ) Management for Canadian, North American and International companies.

Prior to her retirement, Karen was a member of Scotts Canada Limited’s senior leadership team and the
Director of Regulatory Affairs & Stakeholder Relations where she oversaw Scotts Miracle-Gro product
compliance, government affairs, and community relations. Her association with Communities in Bloom
(CiB) began in 2009 as the key liaison between Scotts (a major sponsor) and the national CiB organization.
Over the years, Karen supported numerous CiB initiatives and represented Scotts at numerous CiB events,
such as the Communities in Bloom Symposium and Awards. The partnership that was developed between
CiB and Scotts during her tenure led to the development of community programs, such as Scotts Gro For
Good grant program and the Humboldt Urban Garden Sanctuary.

Throughout her career, she has committed herself to team building, giving back and continuous
improvement. She has a keen interest in environmental sustainability and is a trained environmental
auditor. It was one of her retirement goals to continue her association with CiB and become a national
judge.

Her personal interests include travel, gardening, hiking and exploring nature with her dog, photography,
cooking and wine.
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