
NATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON PARKS AND GROUNDS  
NOVA SCOTIA PROVINCIAL AWARDS CEREMONIES  
NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL AWARDS CEREMONIES 

We are looking forward to hosting you in Yarmouth next September. Be sure to take the time to 
explore the Yarmouth & Acadian Shores region and other parts of the province. There is so much 
to see and do. If you need any help planning your trip, reach out to our Visitor Information Centre  
at 1-800-565-0000. 

Mayor Pam Mood 
Town of Yarmouth, NS

PRELIMINARY PROGRAM | SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Yarmouth, Nova Scotia 
September 25 – 28, 2019

CELEBRATING 
EXCELLENCE
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n WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2019
 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm PRE-CONFERENCE TOUR 

  > OPTION 1 
  TUSKET ISLAND TOUR (Minimum 25 required/Maximum 50) $100 

Depart on a modern fishing boat where you will set out on an Atlantic Ocean 
adventure. Explore the Tusket Islands which are full of rich culture and history. 
You will learn how to haul a real lobster trap and see the process that an actual 
lobster fisherman would go through on a day to day basis. With a stop on Big 
Tusket Island you will visit a fishing shanty and a fishermen’s workshop. This tour 
includes fresh locally made seafood chowder from a recipe passed on through 
the generations. On the sail back to port you’ll enjoy live entertainment. In the 
event of inclement weather, all guests booked on this tour will go on option 2.

  > OPTION 2 
  CHEERS OF NOVA SCOTIA (Minimum 25 required/Maximum 50) $100

Sample your way through Southwestern Nova Scotia’s newest Craft Breweries. 
With the highest number of breweries per capita, Nova Scotia shines when it 
comes to fine flavours and high quality brewing methods. This tour will begin at 
Heritage Brewing Company in downtown Yarmouth. You’ll enjoy a tour of their 
new brewery along with several craft beer samples. From there you’ll be taken 
off the beaten path to Tusket Falls Brewery. Family owned and operated, this 
brewery is one of the largest in Nova Scotia. Here you’ll enjoy a few more craft 
beer samples. Your tour will end with a hearty bowl of award winning seafood 
chowder at The Argyler Lodge where you’ll enjoy Nova Scotian wines. Walk the 
grounds and enjoy the views offered in Lobster Bay as we end this tour with a 
cheer to the start of the Communities in Bloom Symposium. 

n THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2019 

8:00 – 9:15 am SYMPOSIUM OPENING BREAKFAST WITH KEYNOTE SPEAKER,  
 MAYOR PAM MOOD, YARMOUTH, NS 

All Hands on Deck - It takes an entire community to turn things around. Six 
short years ago, Yarmouth was at rock bottom, the result of a perfect storm of 
circumstances. You’ll hear the amazing story of how Yarmouth’s resilience and 
teamwork transformed her into the host Town you see today. Community at its 
best.

9:15 –10:00 am SYMPOSIUM OPENING PLENARY SESSIONS

Addressing Ecological Stressors and the Role of UNESCO Southwestern Nova  
Scotia Biosphere Reserve

Cliff Drysdale – Vice-Chair of the Southwest Nova Biosphere Reserve Association

This presentation will describe the unique natural and cultural characteristics of 
southwestern Nova Scotia in context with challenges to advance science and 
education to support sustainable resource management. Discussion will include 
description of the Biosphere Reserve’s zoning approach and the innovative 
“Interactive Science Atlas” featuring open science/open data, developed in 
partnership with the Nova Scotia Centre of Geographic Science.

10:00 – 10:15 am Refreshment Break Sponsored by

 Please visit the Exhibits & Silent Auction

10:15 – 11:00 am PLENARY SESSION – NOVA SCOTIA GARDENS – WHAT THEY DO AND HOW  
 THEY DO IT SO WELL

 Trish Fry, Manager, Annapolis Royal Historic Gardens - Seventeen Acres of Paradise 

This presentation will give you a glimpse of the various seasonal highlights 
and experiences that have made the Annapolis Royal Historic Gardens one of 
Canada’s premiere gardens.

NATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON PARKS AND GROUNDS – PROGRAM 
CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE 

All sessions and events will take place at the Mariners Centre unless noted otherwise below. Bus shuttle transportation to and from the 
Rodd Grand Yarmouth provided for all events.

Tusket Island Tour

Cheers of Nova Scotia

Hemlock stand on Sporting Lake Island  
Special Places

Annapolis Royal
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Adrien Rawley, Horticulture Assistant and Educator, Harriet Irving Botanical 
Gardens 

The Harriet Irving Botanical Gardens: inspiring an appreciation of native plants.

Since opening in 2002, the Harriet Irving Botanical Gardens have become a 
beacon for native plant awareness and their use in horticultural settings. Located  
in beautiful Wolfville, on the grounds of Acadia University, The Gardens are 
a place to learn, relax and reconnect to nature. The Gardens are beloved by 
students, visitors and community members of all ages.

Heidi Boutillier, Horticulture Supervisor, Parks & Recreation, Halifax Regional 
Municipality

The Halifax Public Gardens is a National Historic site and is governed by Halifax 
Regional Municipality. The municipality manages all aspects within its gates and 
receives over 300,000 visitors a year.

11:00 – 11:45 am  CONCURRENT SESSIONS (Choice of Break-out #1 or #2)

 > BREAK-OUT #1
 TOP BAR BEEKEEPING – AN EFFECTIVE ALTERNATIVE TO THE TRADITIONAL  
 BEEHIVE

Charles Andrews, Beekeeper, Manzer Apiary Inc. - This presentation will focus 
on advantages of the top bar beehive compared to a traditional bee hive. 
Modeled after a natural hollow log beehive, this hive was used in a year-long 
study at Acadia University to test its effectiveness in reducing over-wintering 
bee mortality.

> BREAK-OUT #2

COME ALIVE OUTSIDE - CREATING THE AWARENESS, INTENTION AND 
OPPORTUNITY TO LIVE HEALTHIER LIVES OUTSIDE

Scott M. Wentworth; O.A.L.A., C.S.L.A., C.L.D., Sr. Landscape Architect/
President, Wentworth Landscapes

You not only feel more alive when you’re outside – current research provides 
a staggering list of quantifiable benefits to doing so. The Come Alive Outside 
movement provides communities with programming that engages youth, 
seniors and families, while providing preventative health practices at a holistic 
community level.

 Noon – 1:00 pm SYMPOSIUM LUNCHEON

1:00 - 4:00 pm  TECHNICAL VISITS (Choice of Option 1 or 2) 

 Spaces are limited, first come first serve basis!

> OPTION 1

LIGHTHOUSE, LOBSTERS AND TRAILS

On this tour you will visit the famous Cape Forchu Lightstation, the newly 
developed Wedgeport Nature Trail and a lobster holding facility. 

At Cape Forchu Lightstation you will learn about how this historic landmark 
operates and the history of how it became a municipally owned and operated 
facility. Named Canada’s Best Public Space in 2012, this facility has been further 
developed with the addition of the Lief Erikson Trail, a public walking trail 
through the grounds adjacent to the lighthouse.

We’re talking about more than just the weight of the lobster when we talk about 
Lobster Pounds. After lobster is brought to land much of it is held in specialized 
holding facilities, locally referred to as Lobster Pounds. Tour a modern pound 
and learn about this step in the process of getting a lobster from the bottom of 
the ocean to your table.

Tour the Wedgeport Nature Trail and learn how this community driven project 
came to be and how it plans a key role into the development of our Dark Skies 
Tourism Designation. Being one of the few places designated as a Dark Skies 
region has allowed the area to capitalize on this unique feature. 

Toronto Green Street
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> OPTION 2
GRAPES AND COMMUNITY GARDENS

During this tour, we will visit a Vineyard and the Beacon Church Community Garden. 

With the booming wine industry in Nova Scotia, a local vineyard has established itself 
inland from Yarmouth and is now producing high quality grapes and is planning to 
double in size this year. Hear from the owners about the processes required to grow and 
produce grapes for some of the best wineries in the Province and how our climate is key 
to the success of their growth.

 Learn about the efforts to create and expand the Beacon Church Community Garden 
that has continuously expanded over the past several years. This community garden 
houses numerous plots that individuals and families take care of and utilize to feed 
their families in a garden-to-table approach. Organizers will talk about the process of 
getting it started along with the hurdles and headaches to help make it easier for you 
to develop your own community garden project. 

n FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2019 

8:00 – 9:15 am SYMPOSIUM CLOSING BREAKFAST WITH KEYNOTE SPEAKER RAYMOND CARRIÈRE, 
FOUNDING PRESIDENT OF COMMUNITIES IN BLOOM AND ODETTE SABOURIN-
DUMAIS, SECRETARY-TREASURER, CHAIR OF THE S&A COMMITTEE AND FIRST 
EDITION NATIONAL JUDGE FOR COMMUNITIES IN BLOOM 

 Celebrating 25 years of excellence - Raymond and Odette will take us on a “judging 
tour” from the first Awards Ceremonies held on Parliament Hill in Ottawa on September 
30th 1995 where the National Capital Commission played host to the first 29 participating 
communities to historical moments and initiatives including exchange with international 
communities, BBQ’s, proclamation weeks, edition stamps, potluck dinners, videos and 
even a play and a song written on Communities in Bloom.

9:15 – 10:00 am PLENARY SESSION – THE LUNGS OF OUR CITY - INTRODUCING THE ‘GREEN  
CITIES AWARD’

 Robin Godfrey, Garden Centres Canada Chair with the Canadian Nursery Landscape 
Association - Climate change is affecting our communities, and is changing the way 
we must design and build our urban landscapes. Learn how you can develop solutions 
and initiatives in your neighborhoods, ensuring they are healthy, liveable and enjoyable 
places to live, work and play. Learn about our new “Green Cities Award”, and how it can 
help you to celebrate your local green space successes.

10:00 – 10:15 am Refreshment Break Sponsored by

 Please visit the Exhibits & Silent Auction

10:15 – 11:00 am CONCURRENT SESSIONS (CHOICE OF BREAK-OUT #1 OR #2)

 > BREAK-OUT #1 
 COMMUNITY INITIATIVES, PROJECTS & PARTNERSHIPS – CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE 

IN COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

 Representatives of communities participating in the 25th Edition of Communities in Bloom 
will present and share successful projects, ideas and initiatives often involving grants, 
donations and partnerships. They will demonstrate the value of the resourcefulness of 
dedicated volunteers and their contribution to the quality of life of their communities. 
You don’t want to miss hearing and exchanging with your colleagues.

 > BREAK-OUT #2
 YARMOUTH FAÇADE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

 Gil Dares, Chairperson, Yarmouth Façade Improvement Society, Natalie Smith, Economic 
Development Officer, Town of Yarmouth & Richard LeBlanc, Business Owner Participant

 A once thriving downtown had deteriorated to the point that empty storefronts were 
common. The Façade Improvement Program offered grants, professional advice and 
encouragement for commercial properties and has breathed new life and vitality into 
the area.

 

“New wharf and docks” by Garden Grove  
Landscaping in Ontario 
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11:15 am – 3:00 pm  TECHNICAL VISITS & LUNCH (Choice of Option 1 or 2)  
 Spaces are limited, first come first serve basis!

> OPTION 1
ACADIANS, FISHERMEN AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

During this tour you will be transported to West Pubnico where you 
will visit the Pubnico Wind Farm, Historical Acadian Village and the 
Denis Point Wharf. 

One of the first wind farms in Nova Scotia, the Pubnico Wind Farm 
is located along the picturesque Pubnico shoreline. Learn about how 
the community of Pubnico and Scotia Wind Farms worked together 
to create a public walking trail on the beautiful (and windy) Pubnico 
coast. 

Join Calvin, a local fisherman on the largest commercial fishing 
wharf in Southwestern Nova Scotia. Calvin will share with you the 
challenges and triumphs of life as a commercial fisherman. You’ll have 
the opportunity to explore the wharf and view the many different 
types of vessels used. 

This tour will finish with a visit to Le Village Historique Acadien de la 
Nouvelle-Écosse (Historic Acadian Village), located on a beautiful 17-
acre site that overlooks Pubnico Harbour. The site invites you to step 
back in time to discover the heart, life and culture of the Acadians in 
the early 1900’s. From pastures, to the root cellar, to the boat shop 
this is an experience not to be missed. 

> OPTION 2
INNOVATION, LIGHTHOUSES AND BEACHES

During this tour, we will visit Saint Anne’s University, Cape St. Mary’s 
Lighthouse and the small village of Port Maitland. 

Learn about the innovative initiatives at Saint Anne’s University. From 
the research labs and greenhouse, to their use of bio-mass heating, 
to community projects such as networks of walking trails and power 
alternatives, there is much to learn from the efforts of this facility.

Visit the Cape St Mary’s Lighthouse which was recently acquired by 
the Municipality of Clare. Historically a beacon for the small community 
of Cape St Mary’s, it sits adjacent to the beautiful and sandy Mavillette 
Beach, a well known bird watching location and popular attraction 
for locals and tourists. Learn about the efforts to acquire, renovate 
and maintain this site as the Municipality works to turn this into a 
significant tourism site for the region. 

Tour through the small village of Port Maitland with a local resident. 
We will visit the Port Maitland Beach Provincial Park, another large 
sand beach in the Yarmouth area. On our way back to town will also 
stop at the smallest operating drawbridge in the world and learn 
about the efforts to revitalize the area. 

 

Historic Acadian Village

Cape St. Mary’s Lighthouse 

NATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON PARKS AND GROUNDS – PROGRAM 
CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE
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NETWORKING ACTIVITIES AND AWARDS CEREMONIES 

n  WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2019 

5:30 – 7:00 pm WELCOME RECEPTION - Join us at the Art Gallery of Nova Scotia - Yarmouth 
Branch as we kick off the 2019 Communities in Bloom Symposium and Awards 
with a big welcome from Yarmouth, including a delectable assortment of 
appetizers and cash bar. Come mingle with new and old friends and meet 
the municipal officials and organizing committee members to get this year’s 
symposium started.

n  THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2019

6:00 – 10:30 pm ACADIAN KITCHEN PARTY – LOBSTER BOIL (Optional Dinner) $60.00

Indulge in a Chef prepared and culturally inspired SEA-FEAST featuring 
lobster, mussels, clams Rappie Pie (a local Acadian chicken dish) and all the 
fixin’s! This amazing meal will be accompanied with a live Acadian band that 
will be sure to get you dancing while also allowing you to learn the stories of 
the local Acadians and how three cultures have co-existed for many years. 
This is a not to be missed event and will certainly be a highlight of your 
Yarmouth experience. During this exciting evening you will also enjoy the 
Future Host Cities Networking Activities.

 

n  FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2019

5:30 – 9:30 pm   Community Showcase featuring the achievements of the Communities 
in Bloom National Finalists and International Representatives for 2019, 
including Nova Scotia Provincial Awards, along with announcements of the 
Outstanding Achievements Awards Winners.

COCKTAIL, DINNER AND ENTERTAINMENT - Offered in partnership with 
the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo, AB, host of the 2020 National 
Symposium & Awards Ceremonies 

n  SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2019

8:30 – 9:00 am     COFFEE STATION – Rodd Grand Yarmouth Hotel

9:00 – 11:30 am   Town Hall Meeting with Mark Cullen and Exchange between International 
and Canadian Communities – Rodd Grand Yarmouth Hotel

3:30 – 5:30 pm  NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL AWARDS CEREMONIES 

During the National and International Awards Ceremonies, including the 
Outstanding Achievement Awards, we open the envelopes to announce 
AND THE WINNER IS …

5:30 – 9:30 pm  COCKTAIL, BANQUET AND ENTERTAINMENT 

Join us as Yarmouth sends us off in style with the closing banquet of the  
25th Edition of Communities in Bloom at the Mariners Centre as this 
multipurpose facility is transformed into an elegant closing banquet venue. 
With a special line up of entertainment we are sure you will not forget this 
evening anytime soon.

NATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON PARKS AND GROUNDS – PROGRAM 
CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE

Mariners Centre
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ACCOMMODATIONS

Host Hotel 
Rodd Grand Yarmouth

417 Main Street, Yarmouth, Nova Scotia B5A 1G3 Tel: 902-742-2446 Fax: 902-742-4645

Toll Free Reservations: 1-800-565-RODD (7633) and mention Communities in Bloom when making  
your reservations to access the conference rate and availability

OR

Book your group rate for Communities in Bloom at: 
https://reservations.travelclick.com/85514?groupID=2480231#/guestsandrooms

 Negotiated rate of $139.00 Can. + tax / room / night, single or double occupancy

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact Monique Gargano-Charron at: admin@cib-cef.com

 Also, visit our website at: www.communitiesinbloom.ca for continuous updates

We suggest that you book your accommodations early as only a limited number  
of rooms is available at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth in Nova Scotia 

NATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON PARKS AND GROUNDS – PROGRAM 
CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE

TO REGISTER: https://www.communitiesinbloom.ca/symposium-awards/

THROUGHOUT THE EVENT 

THE MARINERS CENTRE

Registration & Hospitality Desk

Wed., 8:00 am – 4:00 pm, Thursday 7:30 am – 4:00 pm; 

Friday 7:30 am – 3:00 pm 

Exhibits and Silent Auction

Wed., 8:00 am – 4:00 pm (set-up), Thursday 8:00 am – 12:45 pm, 

Friday 8:00 am – 11:15 am & 5:30 – 9:00 pm

RODD GRAND YARMOUTH HOTEL

Registration & Hospitality Desk

Saturday 8:30 am – 1:00 pm

Silent Auction

Saturday 8:30 – 11:30 am

https://reservations.travelclick.com/85514?groupID=2480231#/guestsandrooms
mailto:admin%40cib-cef.com?subject=
www.communitiesinbloom.ca
https://www.communitiesinbloom.ca/symposium-awards/


SHUTTLE INFORMATION

Shuttle service from Halifax Airport to Yarmouth and return will be provided at a cost $25 p.p. each way. The service includes a stopover 
at Annapolis Royal Historic Gardens (approx. 45 minutes) on the way and a Garden Centre (approx. 45 minutes) in Liverpool on your 
return. At this time, we would like to inform you of the times of the shuttles so that you keep them in mind when you book your flights.

 Note: Calculate that it will take you 4.5 hours each way, with the stopovers, to get to Yarmouth and back.

ARRIVALS

Tuesday, Sept 24 Depart Halifax at 2:00 pm

Wednesday, Sept. 25 Depart Halifax at 8:00 am & 2:00 pm

Thursday, Sept. 26 Depart Halifax at 8:00 am & 2:00 pm

Friday, Sept. 27 Vans available upon request

NATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON PARKS AND GROUNDS – PROGRAM 
CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE

DEPARTURES

Sunday, Sept. 29 Depart Hotel at 5:00 am (Direct to Halifax,  
no stops) Shuttle should arrive at the airport around 8:30 am

Depart Hotel at 11:00 am and 12:00 pm (Stop in Liverpool)

Yarmouth will provide more details on the shuttle information once you register for the Symposium & Awards.

Communities in Bloom 112, Terry Fox, Kirkland (Québec) H9H 4M3 | T 514 694-8871 | F 514 694-3725 

E-Mail/Courriel: bloom@cib-cef.com | Web Site: www.communitiesinbloom.ca |  cibcef  communitiesinbloom

THANK YOU TO OUR NATIONAL SPONSORS & PARTNERS

NATIONAL PARTNERS

WE SHARE YOUR STORIES

Communities 
 in Bloom
 Foundation

Fondation     
 Collectivités 
en fleurs  

THE VALUE OF GREEN SPACES IN SOCIETY 
The Communities in Bloom Foundation is dedicated to funding, developing and disseminating information and education on the value,  

importance and sustainable development of green spaces and natural environment in Canadian Society.

Contributions to the Foundation will allow us to establish a legacy for generations to come.

www.communitiesinbloom.ca

mailto:bloom%40cib-cef.com?subject=
http://www.communitiesinbloom.ca
https://twitter.com/cibcef
https://www.facebook.com/communitiesinbloom/
http://www.communitiesinbloom.ca

