
PEOPLE OF THIS LAND 

The Beaver Hills Cree 



TERMINOLOGY 

Indigenous 
First Nation -Status/Registered (Treaty & Non-Treaty) & Non-status & 

Bill C-31 

Metis –On & Off  Settlement 

Inuit – Inuvialuit (western) Arctic & Inuit (central & eastern) Arctic 

 

 
 Who can name some tribes in Alberta? 



ALBERTA FIRST NATIONS 
Dene tha (Slavey) 
Dunne ‘za (Beaver) 

Dene Soultine (Chipewyan) 
Cree (Woodland & Plains) 

Mohawk  
 Stoney (Nakoda Sioux) 
 Saulteaux (Plains Ojibwa) 

Tsuu T’ina 
Blackfoot Confederacy — Siksika,  Kainai and Piikani 
 

There are 45 First Nations Communities in  Alberta 
And 617 First Nations Communites in Canada 

 



THE LAND 



THE PEOPLE 



 
 

• Crown and settlers were entering territories without treaties (ex: 
surveyors, HBC etc.)  

• Treaty (peace and friendship) required to enter into Indigenous 
territory; sharing land through treaty making was a known process to 
Indigenous peoples  

• Exercising, asserting and protecting Indigenous land jurisdiction  

 

Indigenous Reason for Treaty Making 

Contact – Two Worlds Colliding 





ORAL UNDERSTANDING OF TREATY  

Inherent Rights 
Education 

Health 
Housing 

Laws 
Language 
Culture 

Land 
Territory 

Ability to Make 
Agreements 

Imperial Crown/Dominion 
Canada/Provinces 

 
Canada’s Legislation 
Royal Proclamation 

BNA Act, 1867 
Indian Act NRTA, 1930 

Canadian Constitution,1982 

Treaty Relationship 

Promises/Rights 
Under Treaty 

Health 
Education 

Social 
Protection 

WHAT TREATY AREA  ARE YOU IN? 



Treaty rights of Queen’s 
subjects were they could live 
in peace and share the lands 
with Indigenous Peoples. In 
return, Indigenous Peoples 
were to receive ‘benefits’ for 
‘as long as sun shines, grass 
grows and water flows  



PROMISES MADE TO INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLES 10 STICKS  
 

 Health Care (medicine chest 
clause) – universal health care  

 Education (school house clause) – 
universal access to education for all 
Indigenous Peoples  

 Water – never gave up rights to 
water or what lived in water  

 Birds – Queens subjects would bring 
own birds  

 Social Assistance (pestilence and 
famine clause) – distribution of food 
in times of need  

 Minerals – only share land to depth 
of plough  

 

 Indian Agent – was to be a 
servant to Indigenous Peoples  

 Agriculture Program– Farming 
Instructor, equipment, seeds and 
animals 

 Treaty Money – gift from Queen 
for entering into Treaty; monies set 
aside for future use ($12 to $5 – 
land trust)  

 Treaty Citizenship – Indigenous 
People would control their 
citizenship (treaty citizens/ treaty 
cards)  



“The great aim of our 
legislation has been to do away 
with the tribal system and to 
assimilate the Indian people in 
all respects with the other 
inhabitants of the Dominion, as 
speedily as they are fit for the 
change.“  

“I want to get rid of the Indian 
problem. I do not think as a 

matter of fact, that the country 
ought to continuously protect a 
class of people who are able to 

stand alone… Our objective is to 
continue until there is not a 

single Indian in Canada that has 
not been absorbed into the body 

politic and there is no Indian 
question, and no Indian 

Department, that is the whole 
object of this Bill.”  

Sir John A. 
MacDonald 
First Prime 
Minister  
1867 
 

Duncan 
Campbell Scott 
Department of 

Indian Affairs 
1920  



GOVERNMENT ACHIEVED THIS HOW?  
THE INDIAN ACT 

PROTECTION - CONTROL  -ASSIMILATION – CIVILIZATION 
 

• Pass system required permission from the Indian Agent to leave the reserve 
• System kept First Nations farmers with their crops and segregated them 

from the rest of society 
• Agricultural potential of many reserve lands was limited 
• Seed and machinery was often insufficient if it arrived at all 
• Reserve lands with good agricultural potential were “surrendered” and re-

allocated  
• First Nations were not allowed to hire lawyers to protect their lands or 

treaty rights 
 



 
The assimilation of Indigenous 
people into Canadian settler society: 

 
• First Nations people were prohibited to leave the 

reserve to hunt and fish or trade 
• Those caught participating in potlatch and other 

traditional ceremonies were given prison 
sentences 

• Automatic loss of status of any First Nations 
person who earned a university degree 

• Any First Nations women who married a non-
status person lost her status 

• First Nations veterans could not receive veterans 
compensation unless they revoked their status 
 

 



 
 

TACTIC? KILL THE INDIAN IN THE CHILD 
 



 
 

RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS 
 Residential schools were 

federally funded and run mainly 
by the Catholic and Anglican 
churches.   
Attendance was mandatory. 
Indian Agents were employed by 
the government to ensure all 
First Nations & Inuit children 
attended.  Although the federal 
government takes no 
responsibility,  a large number of 
Metis children also were required 
to attend Residential Schools. 
 



INTENTIONAL GENOCIDE 
Six generations of children 
attended the schools 
(150,000+) 
Children were not allowed to 
speak their language or talk to 
siblings 
In some schools, girls and 
boys were sterilized 
Thousands did not survive 
 

St. Albert 1919-1960 
Bluequills 1898-1970 



 
 
What might be some of the effects of 

attending residential school? 



 Altered brain functioning 
 Compromised immune system 
 Impaired Judgment 
 Aggression 
 Hopelessness 
 Guilt & Shame 
 Anxiety 
 Depression 
 Withdrawal 
 Mental Illness 
 Attachment Disorder 
 Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
 Chronic Diseases 

 
 

 CHILDHOOD  TRAUMA  



CANADA’S APOLOGY 
JUNE 11, 2008 

To the approximately 80,000 living former students, and all 
family members and communities, the Government of 
Canada now recognizes that it was wrong to forcibly 
remove children from their homes and we apologize for 
having done this.  We now recognize that it was wrong to 
separate children from rich and vibrant cultures and 
traditions that it created a void in many lives and 
communities, and we apologize for having done this.  We 
now recognize that, in separating children from their 
families, we undermined the ability of many to adequately 
parent their own children and sowed the seeds for 
generations to follow, and we apologize for having done 
this.  We now recognize that, far too often, these 
institutions gave rise to abuse or neglect and were 
inadequately controlled, and we apologize for failing to 
protect you.  Not only did you suffer these abuses as 
children, but as you became parents, you were powerless 
to protect your own children from suffering the same 
experience, and for this we are sorry. 

 
…The Government of Canada sincerely apologizes and 

asks the forgiveness of the Aboriginal peoples of this 
country for failing them so profoundly. ” 

 
 



ABORIGINAL SOCIETIES  UNDER SIEGE 

 1884 Gatherings for ceremonial purposes are banned 

 1886 Members of Papaschase First Nation suffering from starvation accept 
money from government officials for famine relief.  They are then forced off 
their lands.  

 



ABORIGINAL SOCIETIES  UNDER SIEGE 

1902 & 1908  over 37 square km of land is wrongfully taken 
from Enoch Cree Nation by government officials and sold 
to John McDougall and Richard Secord 

1942-1944 between 20,000 - 200,000 bombs are dropped 
on Enoch Cree Nation traumatizing community members 
and contaminating the water table with lead and arsenic 

1951 First Nations are finally allowed to retain lawyers to 
protect their lands and Treaty Rights 

1960 Aboriginal Peoples are given the right to vote in 
federal elections 

1960-1980 20,000 children are removed from their homes 
and adopted by families around the world 
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