
NATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON PARKS AND GROUNDS AND  

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL AWARDS CEREMONIES

Ottawa – Gatineau, Canada’s Capital Region

September 13 – 16, 2017

COMMUNITIES AND GREEN SPACES … CELEBRATING CANADA 150

PRELIMINARY PROGRAM | SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

n WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2017
 
12:30 – 4:30 pm Pre-event Tours (minimum 15 required)

Green Belt Pinhey Sand Dunes (including Mer Bleue Bog) and MacKenzie King Estate in Gatineau Park

The Pinhey Sand Dunes complex is located in the Greenbelt’s Pinhey Forest Sector and extends from 
Woodroofe Avenue just south of the Nepean Sportsplex to the Grenfell Crescent and Burnbank Street 
intersection. It has survived over 10,000 years since the last ice age. This unique ecosystem is home to 
a number of plant and animal species that can only live in well-drained, open areas with exposed fine 
white sand. Since 2011, the National Capital Commission has been working to restore this 10,000 year 
old sand dune ecosystem. The restoration project has proven to be a great way to bring back a unique 
landscape for everyone to enjoy.

The Mackenzie King Estate is a precious Canadian legacy. This country estate belonged to Canada’s  
10th and longest-serving Prime Minister, William Lyon Mackenzie King. After spending almost 50 years 
(1903–1950) beautifying and expanding his property, when he died, King bequeathed his beloved estate 
to all Canadians.

NATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON PARKS & GROUNDS SPONSORED BY

n THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2017

8:00 – 8:30 am HOT & COLD BUFFET BREAKFAST 

8:30 – 9:15 am  Symposium Opening Breakfast with Keynote Speaker, Lise Cormier, Executive   
 Vice-President and General Manager, Mosaïcultures Internationales de Montréal 

 Mosaïcultures Internationales® : From art to international events

Further to an overview of the art of Mosaïculture re-invented through the 
launch of MosaÏcultures Internationales® in 2000, and exhibitions such as 
MOSAÏCANADA 150/GATINEAU 2017 and others shown around the world, who  
better than Lise Cormier, initiator of these major horticultural events, to introduce 
the subject?

9:15 – 10:30 am THE NATIONAL CAPITAL FLORAL PROGRAM

Mario Fournier, Manager, Rehabilitation & Life Cycle Program, Capital Stewardship 
Branch and Tina Liu, Landscape Architect, Design & Construction, Capital Planning

We will delve into the history behind floral design in Canada’s Capital and explore 
how maintenance and design strategies constantly evolve to adapt to various 
cultural, social, economic and climatic influences throughout the years. We will 
discuss what it takes to maintain the reputation of offering a world class floral 
display for residents and visitors from around the world. 

All sessions and events will take place at the Delta Ottawa City Centre Hotel, except for the  
National & International Awards Ceremonies which will be held at the Canadian Museum of History

Simultaneous translation for all the Symposium sessions
Ce programme est disponible en français

Mer Bleue Bog

The Mackenzie King Estate

Mother Earth, Mosaïcultures
Internationales de Montréal
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CANADA 150 TULIP : AN AMAZING NATIONAL OUTREACH STORY

Daniel Feeny, Director – Marketing & Partnerships | National Capital Commission (NCC)

The tulip is a historic and distinctive symbol of our Capital. As the Official Gardener of 
Canada’s Capital, a team of landscape architects and designers at the National Capital 
Commission developed the Canada 150 Tulip, a special tulip designed to celebrate the 
150th anniversary of Canadian Confederation.   

Wearing the colours of the Canadian flag, the Canada 150 Tulip immediately conquered 
the hearts of Canadians at home and around the world.  The presentation tells the story 
of this project, the collaboration of key partners and its remarkable success in engaging 
Canadians.

10:30 – 10:45 am  REFRESHMENT BREAK SPONSORED BY 

10:45 – 11:45 am NATURAL CAPITAL: THE ECONOMIC VALUE OF NATIONAL CAPITAL COMMISSION  
 GREEN SPACES

Geneviève Mercier, Senior Environmental Strategy Officer

The NCC protects and conserves more than 55,000 hectares of federal land in the 
National Capital Region. Much of these lands are green spaces that provide direct 
monetary benefits, as well as benefits not measured according to traditional market 
metrics. This study conducted in partnership with the Université du Québec en 
Outaouais and the David Suzuki Foundation estimates that communities in the National 
Capital Region receive benefits worth an average of $332 million per year from the 
NCC’s green spaces

BEES MATTER INITIATIVES

Jillian Bender, Senior Communications Officer, CropLife Canada

Bees Matter is an initiative to restate agriculture’s commitment to honey bees and bring 
knowledge to the Canadian public about how they can get involved and help honey 
bees thrive. As part of the campaign, they’ve given away over 70,000 free pollinator-
friendly seed kits across the country through their Buzzing Gardens program.

12:00 – 12:45 LUNCH BUFFET

1:00 – 5:00 pm TECHNICAL VISITS

n GARDENS OF PROVINCES 

This Garden celebrates the union of Canada’s provinces and territories. Its design entails a mixture of long-
flowering and strong-stemmed perennials, as well as ornamental grasses, mimicking the landscape of the 
prairies, the tundra and rock shorelines of Canada’s coasts and more.

n MOORE FARM

The Farm is the site of the Gatineau Center for Ecology and Urban Agriculture whose objectives are to:

•  Showcase the 30 acres and the three magnificently restored heritage buildings while respecting the rural  
 character of this exceptional site located in one of the most densely populated areas of the City  
 of Gatineau

•  Offer a wide range of educational activities related to discovery, love and respect for nature, whether it be  
 vegetable garden activities, guided discovery tours for the appreciation of the rich natural biodiversity  
 of the site for classroom training, conferences and learning workshops

•  Demonstrate the environmental benefits and economic diversification of the purchase of locally produced  
 and processed foods

n MOSAÏCANADA 150/GATINEAU 2017

A Canada 150 project funded by Canadian Heritage, Gouvernement du Québec and Ville de Gatineau,  
will be held in Jacques Cartier Park, Gatineau (QC), in partnership with the National Capital Commission.

The project, under the leadership of Mosaïcultures Internationales de Montréal, consists of mosaïculture 
artworks as a major attraction/event celebrating Canada’s 150th Anniversary to reflect values, culture and 
arts in Canada, represented by 32 exhibits consisting of 120 different structures …with 3,5 million plants.

“Mosaïculture” refers to both the accomplished art of glass mosaic and the sophisticated origins of artistic 
horticulture. 

The mosaïculture structures celebrate Canadian Confederation, the Founding Peoples, the First Nations 
and our Canadian Heritage such as, amongst others. All provinces and territories are represented by a 
Mosaïculture artwork specific to their heritage and history. The exhibition will also include two major 
structures from China.
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n FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2017

8:00 – 8:30 am HOT & COLD BUFFET BREAKFAST 

8:30 – 9:15 am Symposium Closing Breakfast with Keynote Speaker, Michael Rosen, President of  
  Tree Canada 

  CN EcoConnexions and Tree Canada Projects

CN and its partners Tree Canada and Communities in Bloom help Canadian municipalities 
and community groups establish tree planting and green space enhancement initiatives 
in a sustainable, environmentally responsible manner. The program aims to enhance 
environmental and social health of communities. Since its inception this program, which 
offers grants of up to $25,000 to promote the greening of municipal land in communities 
along the tracks of CN, more than 60,000 trees and shrubs have been planted in  
150 communities across Canada.

9:15 – 10:00 am  A truly national way to celebrate Canada’s 150th anniversary: The Great Trail  
 Paul LaBarge, Board Chair

Paul LaBarge is one of the original founding members of Trans Canada Trail (TCT). This 
not-for-profit organization works with donors, partners, governments, landowners and 
volunteers to create The Great Trail, an epic trail of trails across Canada offering a wide 
range of outdoor experiences on greenway, waterway and roadway. TCT’s goal is to 
have The Great Trail connected from coast to coast to coast in 2017. Hear Paul share the 
inspiring story of this iconic Canadian endeavour and the journey to connection in 2017 
and beyond.

Rideau Hall

Nova Scotia Celtic Shores

Olympic Garden, Rideau Canal

Ornamental Gardens

Canadian Agriculture & Food Museum

Canadian Museum of Nature

Commissioners Park

10:30 am – 4:00 pm TECHNICAL VISITS, INCLUDING BBQ LUNCH AT THE CANADIAN  
 MUSEUM OF NATURE

n RIDEAU HALL GARDENS

Tour the grounds of Rideau Hall, you will visit the Heritage Rose Garden, Ceremonial 
trees and the classified heritage landscape, layed out by Lord Monck 150 years ago. The 
tour will be guided by National Capital Commission’s garden staff lead by Mark Burleton, 
Manager of Grounds and Greenhouses, Official Residences, National Capital Commission.

n CANADIAN MUSEUM OF NATURE - LANDSCAPES OF CANADA GARDENS

Explore three of Canada’s great ecozones in the museum’s award-winning living  
outdoor exhibition. Stroll by plants and vegetation common to the boreal forest, prairie 
grasslands and Arctic tundra. Marvel at our woolly mammoths and stainless steel 
“iceberg” sculpture and enjoy some fresh air on the museum’s grounds followed by a 
BBQ lunch at the PCL Plaza.

n COMMISSIONERS PARK 

In spring, tulips take centre stage in Commissioners Park. This year it featured the white 
bloom with red flames Canada 150 Tulip that resembles our maple leaf flag. During the 
summer, thousands of annual flowers grace the park.

n RIDEAU CANAL

Alongside the Rideau Canal you will find the Olympic Garden. In the spring, flame coloured 
tulips surround the bronze statue bearing the Olympic torch.

n CENTRAL EXPERIMENTAL FARM, CANADIAN AGRICULTURE & FOOD MUSEUM  
 AND ORNAMENTAL GARDENS

The Ornamental Gardens are composed of a number of different areas: perennial 
collection, rock garden, rose garden, annual garden, hedge collections, Macoun sunken 
garden and Macoun Memorial Garden.

The Gardens cover an area of approximately 3.2 hectares (8 acres) and have been a 
favorite site for wedding parties and photographers since they opened in the 1880’s.

A unique family learning adventure awaits you at the Food Museum! This fresh-air 
experience will awaken your senses as you discover the fascinating world of agriculture. 
Visit the animal barns and explore the captivating exhibitions.
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NETWORKING ACTIVITIES AND AWARDS CEREMONIES

n WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2017 

5:30 – 7:00 pm WELCOME RECEPTION 

7:00 pm Taste of the City – Free evening to enjoy fine dining in Ottawa and Gatineau

n THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2017

5:00 pm At leisure to enjoy Ottawa and Gatineau 

9:00 am – 11:00 pm  Networking Activities hosted by Strathcona County, Yarmouth and Wood Buffalo

n FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2017

5:30 – 9:30 pm   Community Showcase featuring the achievements of the Communities in Bloom  
  National Finalists and International Representatives for 2017 along with announcements  
  of the Outstanding Achievements Awards Winners.

  Cocktail, Dinner and Entertainment - Offered in partnership with Strathcona County,  
  Alberta, host of the 2018 National Symposium & Awards Ceremonies 

n SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2017

9:00 – 11:30 am   Town Hall Meeting with Mark Cullen and Exchange between  
  International and Canadian Communities 

3:30 – 9:00 pm NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL AWARDS CEREMONIES SPONSORED BY

  During the National and International Awards Ceremonies, including the Outstanding  
  Achievement Awards, we open the envelopes to announce “AND THE WINNER IS!”. 

  Canadian Museum of History

The Canadian Museum of History welcomes over 1.2 million visitors each year to its 
celebrated complex in the heart of the National Capital Region, making it the country’s 
most-visited museum. With roots stretching back to 1856, it is one of Canada’s oldest 
public institutions and a respected centre of museological excellence, sharing its 
expertise in history, archaeology, ethnology and cultural studies both within Canada 
and abroad.

In addition to its ongoing exhibitions, including the spectacular Grand Hall and First 
Peoples Hall, each year the Museum presents a number of outstanding exhibitions 
focusing on Canadian and world history and civilizations. These exhibitions include 
those developed by the Museum as well as many produced by other Canadian or 
international institutions. The Museum is also home to the Canadian Children’s 
Museum, a 500-seat theatre and the CINÉ+, a 295-seat movie theatre equipped with 
a giant 3D screen and a giant dome. Online, the Canadian Museum of History presents 
a number of excellent virtual exhibitions, including the Virtual Museum of Canada and 
the Virtual Museum of New France.

THROUGHOUT THE EVENT AT THE DELTA OTTAWA CITY CENTRE HOTEL 

Registration, Community Exhibits, MarketPlace & Silent Auction 

Wednesday, 11:00 am – 4:30 pm (set-up);  
Thursday, 8:00 am – 5:00 pm;  
Friday, 8:00 am – 3:00 pm;  
Saturday, 8:00 am – Noon.

112, Terry Fox
Kirkland (Québec)
H9H 4M3

T  514 694-8871
F  514 694-3725

E-Mail/Courriel : bloom@cib-cef.com
Web Site : www.communitiesinbloom.ca

 cibcef

 communitiesinbloom

ByWard Market

Strathcona County, Alberta – Host 2018

Communities 
 in Bloom
 Foundation

Fondation     
 Collectivités 
en fleurs  

The Communities in Bloom Foundation is dedicated to funding, developing and disseminating  
information and education on the value, importance and sustainable development  

of green spaces and natural environment in Canadian Society.

Contributions to the Foundation will allow us to establish a legacy for generations to come.

www.communitiesinbloom.ca
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THE VALUE OF GREEN SPACES IN SOCIETY

> TO REGISTER: http://www.communitiesinbloom.ca/symposium-awards/2017-2 

http://www.communitiesinbloom.ca/symposium-awards/2017-2

